The International Alliance of Space Pickers

(IASP) demands action for our community!

Last year, in 2043, members of the IASP launching from New York City organized the first-
ever survey of their community.

The survey results give us a snapshot of WHO space pickers are across all of NYC’s five
boroughs, HOW and WHY they do the work they do, WHAT their working conditions are like
and WHAT the government could do to better support them.

Key findings

@ Space pickers are a diverse community

» 52.5% men and 47.5% women
» 45% Spanish speaking and 45% English speaking, 10% other languages

» 64% born in another country

@ Most space pickers are older adults, and many have chronic health issues
» Average age 54 years old, 19% were 65+ years
» One third (34%) with chronic physical and mental iliness

@ Space pickers are experienced in their craft
» 85% have been picking space debris for over a year, average number of years
worked is 11
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\/"3” Space pickers have a small carbon footprint and a big impact on Low Earth Orbit

» Almost all - 87% - of pickers space walk
» The majority of pickers - 67% - use low-tech capture strategies such as
space bags and all - 100% - sort materials by hand.

amounts to five dollars an hour - only one fifth of the NYC minimum wage
($25/hour) in 2043.

Space picking can offer benefits to health and well-being:

» 58 percent of pickers reported they experience health and social benefits from
space picking, including: an outlet for socializing, a form of distraction from
stress and anxiety, an important source of dignity and independence for older
space pickers who are economically dependent on family members, and a
source of calm and routine for pickers living with mental illness.

@ Space pickers earn on average one-fifth of NYC’s minimum wage
» On average pickers worked 23.4 hours and earned 119 dollars weekly, which
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Key Demands:

The International Alliance of Space Pickers (IASP), the first-ever grassroots alliance in this
work sector, asserts that action is urgently needed to:

Expand the U.S. Space Debris Redemption System (SDRS), including increasing the
deposit to ten cents per gram and expanding the deposit to nearly all types of
debris: Our elected officials can take action to maximize the social and environmental
benefits of space picking, for pickers, private and public space exploration entities, and
the public alike! Passing the Bigger, Better Space Junk Bill (HB6353/5SB237) would
result in: higher rates of redemption, cost savings for the industry, and an increase in
earnings for vulnerable communities (immigrants, people living with chronic physical
and mental illness, and the elderly), who are creating their own jobs in the circular
economy against huge odds. Passing the BBSJB is not only good for U.S.-based space
craft and satellite companies, but will also be a model for EPR and reverse logistics
across the space exploration industry.

o Recognize independent recyclers as key stakeholders in debris recycling and LEO
sanitation efforts: The current U.S. SDRS would not succeed without space pickers;
together, they salvage and redeem thousands of pieces of orbital debris per year. The
study shows that most recyclers have years of experience, which means they are
knowledgeable about what is cluttering LEO and how to effectively capture and sort it.
Space agencies should take advantage of their expertise by including IASP
representatives in policy discussions.

e Grant independent recyclers unimpeded access to redeemable space debris so
they can do the important work of salvaging materials that evade capture by new
technologies: Emerging systems will limit the ability of space pickers to do their work,
and will criminalize space picking, ensuring that only corporations will benefit from the
redemption system. The IASP calls for the legalization of space picking, investments into
low-tech space picker infrastructure, and guaranteed access to debris in LEO.

SPACE PICKERS: KEEPING LOW EARTH ORBIT CLEAN SINCE 2028

For more information, contact the International Alliance of Space Pickers (NYC Branch)
Email: IASP.NYC@gmail.com
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